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Lowboy John Wray
First published a decade ago, A Writer's Book of Days has become the
ideal writing coach for thousands of writers. Newly revised, with new
prompts, up-to-date Web resources, and more useful information than
ever, this invaluable guide offers something for everyone looking to
put pen to paper — a treasure trove of practical suggestions, expert
advice, and powerful inspiration. Judy Reeves meets you wherever you
may be on a given day with: • get-going prompts and exercises •
insight into writing blocks • tips and techniques for finding time and
creating space • ways to find images and inspiration • advice on
working in writing groups • suggestions, quips, and trivia from
accomplished practitioners Reeves's holistic approach addresses
every aspect of what makes creativity possible (and joyful) — the
physical, emotional, and spiritual. And like a smart, empathetic inner
mentor, she will help you make every day a writing day.
'All the money went and there was nothing to buy food with. So
Mothers and Fathers tried to find things they could get rid of, things
that ate, things that drank or things that needed to be kept warm. The
dogs went first.' Ivan and the Dogs is based on the extraordinary true
story of Ivan Mishukov, who walked out of his Moscow apartment at
the age of four and spent two years living on the city streets where he
was adopted by a pack of wild dogs. In the recession-ravaged city, the
human world is dominated by deprivation and violence. When social
breakdown from extremes of impoverishment, cruelty and selfishness
starts to set in, a homeless child's only hope is to turn to feral dogs for
company, protection and warmth. This spellbinding story of survival
and need conjures the streets of Moscow in the 1990s through the
eyes of a child. With innocence and fear, Ivan's perceptions of the
world are beautifully described, from the acute awareness of hunger
and fear, to the innocent understanding of chemical abuse in the
'empty eyes' of children and the ridiculed 'Bombzi'.
Welcome to the off-kilter world of Finley, an investigator of
indiscernible origins and prowess. Her assignment; the mysterious
Professor Uppal and his puppets. The objective; impossible to say. But
Finley is unassailable. She forges ahead with occasional assistance
and hindrance from her colleagues Murphy, The Lamb, and Binelli, as
well as the professors beautiful daughter and her sinister artiste
boyfriend. In her meticulous and completely unbiased report, Finley
tracks the investigations slow spiral back upon itself, as the clues she
uncovers reveal questions that lead directly back to her own forgotten
past. Captivating and whimsical, idiosyncratic and deeply funny, Orion
You Came and You Took All My Marbles finds inspiration in hardPage 1/15
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boiled noir and the tortured quest of an existential inquiry. This novel
marks the debut of a powerful, original voice.
Neuroscientist Dr Yvonne Churcher has problems in the world beyond
her lab. One of her students, James, a dangerously attractive antiscience protestor, has set out to challenge her entire philosophy about
how the brain works. His friend, Gareth, a brilliant, unstable computer
genius, is obsessed with the biochemical basis of memory. When he
tries to persuade Yvonne to get involved with a plan to stimulate
memory artificially, it sets off a chain of events involving unscrupulous
biotech companies, stolen brain-mapping data and a strange brand of
eco-terrorism. A Box of Birds is both a pacy literary thriller set in a
near-future world of experimental brain research, and a compelling
love story between a neuroscientist and an animal rights campaigner.
It brilliant dramatizes the clash between two of the predominant
philosophical positions of our age: the materialist view that science
has all the answers and that 'we' are nothing more than bundles of
nerves and chemical reactions, and the Freud-inspired position that
underpins the culture of psychotherapy: that the stories we tell about
ourselves and our pasts have the capacity to change our future. Does
neuroscience really change our understanding of who we are? Or are
we all at the mercy of our own need to make coherent stories?
Discover a world of sex, excess and urban paranoia where worlds
collide, relationships fragment and the dark underbelly of the
American dream is exposed. A transsexual prostitute accidentally
propositions his own father. A senator's serial infidelities leave him in
hot water. And two young lovers spend Christmas together high on
different drugs. McInerney's characters struggle together in a shifting
world where old certainties dissolve and nobody can be sure of where
they stand.
WEDLOCK is the remarkable story of the Countess of Strathmore and
her marriage to Andrew Robinson Stoney. Mary Eleanor Bowes was
one of Britain's richest young heiresses. She married the Count of
Strathmore who died young, and pregnant with her lover's child, Mary
became engaged to George Gray. Then in swooped Andrew Robinson
Stoney. Mary was bowled over and married him within the week. But
nothing was as it seemed. Stoney was broke, and his pursuit of the
wealthy Countess a calculated ploy. Once married to Mary, he
embarked on years of ill treatment, seizing her lands, beating her,
terrorising servants, introducing prostitutes to the family home,
kidnapping his own sister. But finally after many years, a servant
helped Mary to escape. She began a high-profile divorce case that was
the scandal of the day and was successful. But then Andrew
kidnapped her and undertook a week-long rampage of terror and
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cruelty until the law finally caught up with him.
Tells the story of a young man's education in the two oldest human
passions, love and money. This title charts the swift rise of the Clark
brothers, Bobby Clark and Jim Clark, and tallies the cost of their
success on everyone around them, especially on the woman who
becomes a lover to both men.
This New York Times Notable Book from the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Underground Railroad is a brisk, comic tour
de force about identity, history, and the adhesive bandage industry.
The town of Winthrop has decided it needs a new name. The resident
software millionaire wants to call it New Prospera; the mayor wants to
return to the original choice of the founding black settlers; and the
town's aristocracy sees no reason to change the name at all. What
they need, they realize, is a nomenclature consultant. And, it turns
out, the consultant needs them. But in a culture overwhelmed by
marketing, the name is everything and our hero's efforts may result in
not just a new name for the town but a new and subtler truth about it
as well.
A Writer's Book of Days
How Georgian Britain's Worst Husband Met His Match
Apex Hides the Hurt
Home Boy
A Life
Chattering
Wedlock
Writers on the Future of Books
A Road Trip with David Foster Wallace
Captain of Rome
A Box of Birds
One windy spring day in the Chilterns Joe Rose's calm,
organised life is shattered by a ballooning accident. The
afternoon could have ended in mere tragedy, but for his
brief meeting with Jed Parry. Unknown to Joe, something
passes between them – something that gives birth in Parry to
an obsession so powerful that it will test to the limits
Joe's beloved scientific rationalism, threaten the love of
his wife Clarissa and drive him to the brink of murder and
madness.
The Lost Time Accidents is a bold and epic saga set against
the greatest upheavals of the twentieth century. Haunted by
a failed love affair and the darkest of family secrets,
Waldemar 'Waldy' Tolliver wakes one morning to discover that
he has been exiled from the flow of time. The world
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continues to turn, and Waldy is desperate to find his way
back. In his ambitious and fiercely inventive new novel,
John Wray takes us from turn-of-the-century Viennese salons
buzzing with rumours about Einstein's radical new theory to
the death camps of the Second World War, from the golden age
of post-war pulp science fiction to a startling discovery in
a modern-day Manhattan apartment packed to the ceiling with
artefacts of contemporary life.
'The night it happened I was drunk, almost passed out, and I
swear to God a bird came flying through my motel room window
. . .' Narrated by Frank Flannigan, The Motel Life tells the
story of how he and his brother Jerry Lee take to the road
in a bid to escape the hit-and-run accident which kickstarts the narrative. Written with huge compassion, and an
eye for the small details of life, it has become one of the
most talked about debuts of recent years. 'That rare beast:
a book with the cadence of an old, well-loved song. Sad,
haunting, and strangely beautiful.' John Connolly, author of
The Black Angel 'A serene and assured piece of minor-key
Americana . . . Not many people do anything similar over
here, with the same sense of small town big-sky melancholy.
So British readers looking for a shot of post-Beat
generation blues should reach with confidence for Vlautin's
book.' Jonathan Gibbs, Independent
Paul Newman, who died in 2008, achieved superstar status by
playing charismatic renegades, broken heroes, and winsome
anti-heroes in such classic films as The Hustler, Cool Hand
Luke, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, The Verdict and
The Color of Money. And for all the diverse parts he played
on the silver screen, Newman occupied nearly as many roles
off it. He was a loving husband and family man, a fund
raiser, sold his own brand of pasta sauce to make millions
for charity, drove racing cars, and much more. Shawn Levy
reveals the many sides of this legendary actor in the most
comprehensive biography of the star yet published. We see
Newman the consummate professional, a stickler for details
and a driven worker. In his private life he played the roles
of loyal son and brother, supportive husband – married to
Joanne Woodward for 50 years – and responsible provider for
six children. But Levy shows that Newman and his life were
by no means perfect: there was a dalliance with another
woman and failings as a father. The death of his only son
Scott from a drug overdose in 1978 would haunt Newman for
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the rest of his life. Ultimately, the author reveals how
Newman was able to blend his many roles and become a man of
great integrity who was successful at almost everything he
tried. It is a fascinating portrait of an extraordinarily
gifted man and will leave readers feeling that they have
slipped through the security gate and got to know a movie
star who was famously guarded about his private life.
In the wickedly bittersweet and hilarious You Must Go and
Win, the Ukrainian-born musician Alina Simone traces her
bizarre journey through the indie rock world, from
disastrous Craigslist auditions with sketchy producers to
catching fleas in a Williamsburg sublet. But Simone offers
more than down-and-out tales of her time as a struggling
musician: she has a rapier wit, slashing and burning her way
through the absurdities of life, while offering surprising
and poignant insights into the burdens of family
expectations and the nature of ambition, the temptations of
religion and the lure of a mythical Russian home. Wavering
between embracing and fleeing her outsized and nebulous
dreams of stardom, Simone confronts her Russian past when
she falls in love with the music of Yanka Dyagileva, a
Soviet singer who tragically died young; hits the road with
her childhood friend who is dead set on becoming an "icon";
and battles male strippers in Siberia. Hailed as "the
perfect storm of creative talent" (USA Today, Pop Candy),
Simone is poised to win over readers of David Rakoff and
Sarah Vowell with her irresistibly funny and charming
literary debut.
The first short story collection from a writer who calls to
mind such luminaries as Denis Johnson, George Saunders, and
Nathan Englander FINALIST FOR THE PEN/ROBERT W. BINGHAM
PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY BOOKPAGE
AND BOOKISH When The New Yorker published a short story by
Saïd Sayrafiezadeh in 2010, it marked the emergence of a
startling new voice in fiction. In this astonishing book,
Sayrafiezadeh conjures up a nameless American city and its
unmoored denizens: a call-center employee jealous of the
attention lavished on a co-worker newly returned from a
foreign war; a history teacher dealing with a classroom of
maliciously indifferent students; a grocery store janitor
caught up in a romantic relationship with a kleptomaniac
customer. These men’s struggles and fleeting triumphs—with
women, with cruel bosses, with the morning commute—are
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transformed into storytelling that is both universally
resonant and wonderfully strange. Sometimes the effect is
hilarious, as when a would-be suitor tries to take his
sheltered, religious date on a tunnel of love carnival ride.
Other times it’s devastating, as in the unforgettable story
that gives the book its title: A soldier on his last routine
patrol on a deserted mountain path finally encounters “the
enemy” he’s long sought a glimpse of. Upon giving the author
the Whiting Writers’ Award for his memoir, When Skateboards
Will Be Free, the judges hailed his writing as “intelligent,
funny, utterly unsmug and unpreening.” These fiercely
original stories show their author employing his
considerable gifts to offer a lens on our collective dreams
and anxieties, casting them in a revelatory new light.
Praise for Brief Encounters with the Enemy “With impressive
guile and design, Mr. Sayrafiezadeh uses the arrival and
escalation of that war as the through-line connecting each
personal drama. . . . These calculated echoes work to unify
[his] haunting book in a way that story collections rarely
manage.”—Sam Sacks, The Wall Street Journal “In his memoir,
Sayrafiezadeh told the remarkable tale of a childhood
steeped in doomed dogma. His stories . . . offer something
more: a searing vision of his wayward homeland, delivered
not in the clamoring rhetoric of a revolutionary, but in the
droll monologues of young men who kill because they lack the
moral imagination to do otherwise.”—Steve Almond, The New
York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) “Sayrafiezadeh’s
eight interlinked stories are just as fulfilling as any
novel you’re likely to read this summer.”—The Boston Globe
“A tantalizing fiction debut . . . [that] menaces and
mesmerizes.”—Elle “The recurring motifs include 99-cent
American flags, putting in a word with the boss, idealistic
Army recruitment brochures and unseasonable temperatures.
Each time they recur they are more potent, and poignant. The
collection is readable, and real, and hopefully a harbinger
of more fiction to come from Sayrafiezadeh.”—Minneapolis
Star Tribune “Funny and surprising . . . Sayrafiezadeh’s
simple style can fool you into thinking that his struggling
narrators are plain and unassuming. They are anything but. .
. . Each story compels you to read the next, and no
character escapes unscathed.”—The Daily Beast
When retired teacher Domenico Stasi learns that Nina, his
former student, has been accused of armed conspiracy, he
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agrees to help her by doing a simple task, but in doing so
he becomes inexorably involved with her and her cause.
Atticus and his companion legionary, Septimus, are confirmed
in their roles in the expanded Roman Navy. Their opposition,
the Carthaginians are on the warpath, determined not only to
reconquer Sicily, but also to take the attack to Rome
itself.
Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself
First Execution
Idiopathy
The Song House
Godsend
The Dangers of Proximal Alphabets
A Novel
Blue Hours
What I Don't Know About Animals
Paul Newman
50 Socks, Hats and Mittens
In this tightly plotted yet mind-expanding debut novel, an unlikely
detective, armed with only an umbrella and a singular handbook, must
untangle a string of crimes committed in and through people's dreams. In
an unnamed city always slick with rain, Charles Unwin is a humble file
clerk working for a huge and imperious detective agency, and all he
knows about solving mysteries comes from filing reports for the
illustrious investigator Travis Sivart. When Sivart goes missing, and his
supervisor turns up murdered, Unwin is suddenly promoted to detective,
a rank for which he lacks both the skills and the stomach. His only
guidance comes from his new assistant, who would be perfect if she
weren't so sleepy, and from the pithy yet profound Manual of Detection.
The Manual of Detection defies comparison; it is a brilliantly conceived,
meticulously realised novel that will change what you think about how
you think.
In California her name was Aden Grace Sawyer. In Pakistan she must
choose a different name - Suleyman - and take on a new identity as a
young man. She has travelled a long way to begin her new life, and she'll
travel further to protect her secret. But once she is on the ground, Aden
finds herself in more danger than she could have dreamed. Faced with
violence and loss, she must make intense and unimaginable choices that
will test not only her faith, but her understanding of who she is.
Compelling, unnerving and timely, Godsend is a subtle masterpiece of
empathy: a study of what it means for a person to give themselves to
their faith, and how far they will go from home to find a place to belong.
'I was so absorbed by her writing it was unreal . . . I find myself hungry to
find the next morsel of who Jenny was and what her life was like' EMILIA
CLARKE (on Why Didn't You Just Do What You Were Told?) What does
Jenny Diski know about animals? She's really not sure. She remembers
the animal books she read in her childhood; the cartoons she watched;
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the meals she ate; the strays she found; the animals who have lived and
still live with her. She examines human beings, too, and the way in which
we have looked at, studied, treated and written about the non-human
creatures with whom we share the planet. Subtle, intelligent and
brilliantly observed, What I Don't Know About Animals is an engaging
look at what it means to be human - and what it means to be animal.
An accomplished designer's signature patterns for hats, gloves,
wristbands, socks, and ankle-warmers are collected in this enticing
project book. Using two-ply yarn in an array of colors and including both
color photography and black-and-white charts to illustrate the designs,
this guide gives comprehensive instructions for following the patterns
within. With different color combinations and innovative techniques,
knitters of every skill level and commitment to the craft will expand their
knitting skills and gain valuable inspiration for creative cold-weather
gear.
"A darkly comic, wildly original novel of a family in flight from the law, set
in a near-future American dystopia, a tender-hearted A Clockwork
Orange. In an America of the semi-distant future, human knowledge has
reverted to a pre-Copernican state. Science and religion are diminished
to fairy tales, and Earth once again occupies the lonely center of the
universe, the stars and planets mere etchings on the glass globe that
encases it. But when an ancient bunker containing a perfectly preserved
space vehicle is discovered beneath the ruins of Cape Canaveral, it has
the power to turn this retrograde world inside out. Enter the miscreant
Van Zandt clan, whose run-ins with the law leave them with a no-win
choice: test-pilot the spacecraft together as a family, or be sent
separately to prison for life. Their decision leads to some freakish
slapstick, one nasty bonfire, and a dissolute trek across the ass-end of an
all-too-familiar America. As told to his daughter by Rowan, the Van Zandt
son who flees the ashes of his family in search of a new one, the story is
a darkly comic road trip that pits the simple hell of solitude against the
messy consolations of togetherness. Uniquely tying the dark-comic
futures of Kurt Vonnegut to the absurdist, slow-cooked wit of Charles
Portis, The Only Words That Are Worth Remembering is an indelible
vision of a future in which we might one day live. "-Without telling her family, Elyria takes a one-way flight to New Zealand,
abruptly leaving her stable life in Manhattan, her home, her career and
her loving husband. As the people she has left behind scramble to figure
out what has happened to her, Elyria embarks on a hitchhiker's odyssey,
testing fate by travelling in the cars of overly kind women and deeply
strange men, tacitly being swept into the lives of strangers, and sleeping
in fields, forests, and public parks. As she journeys from Wellington to
Picton, Takaka, Kaikoura and onwards she asks herself, what is it that I
am missing? How can a person be missing? Full of mordant humour and
uncanny insights, Nobody Is Ever Missing is a startling tale of love, loss,
and the dangers encountered in the search for self-knowledge. It is a
novel which goes far beyond the story of a physical journey and asks
what it means to be human, to be a woman, and to be at the mercy of
forces beyond one's own control.
Scholars, journalists, and publishers have turned their brains inside out
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in the effort to predict what lies ahead, but who better to comment on
the future of the book than those who are driven to write them? The way
we absorb information has changed dramatically. Edison’s phonograph
has been reincarnated as the iPod. Celluloid went digital. But books, for
the most part, have remained the same--until now. And while music and
movies have undergone an almost Darwinian evolution, the literary world
now faces a revolution, a sudden change in the way we buy, produce, and
read books. In The Late American Novel, Jeff Martin and C. Max Magee
gather some of today’s finest writers to consider the sea change that is
upon them. Lauren Groff imagines an array of fantastical futures for
writers, from poets with groupies to novelists as vending machines. Rivka
Galchen writes about the figurative and literal death of paper. Joe Meno
expounds upon the idea of a book as a place set permanently aside for
the imagination, regardless of format. These and other original essays by
Reif Larsen, Benjamin Kunkel, Victoria Patterson, and many more provide
a timely and much-needed commentary on this compelling cultural
crossroad.
"Kenneth Earl's memory is failing, so he advertises for help to catalogue
his vast music collection and create a record of his life. He takes on his
final candidate, Maggie, unaware she's been to Earl House before. As a
child, Maggie and her mother lived near the river that runs past the
house. Her memories of that time are vague. There was Kenneth's son,
William ... a boat... children singing. She was alone - afraid - and had
returned home, refusing to speak. Returning to Early House as an adult
offers the chance to fill in the gaps and finallly, lay to rest her childhood
ghosts"--Back cover.
Orion You Came and You Took All My Marbles
How It Ended
Essays
The Lost Time Accidents
Enduring Love
You Must Go and Win
The Only Words That Are Worth Remembering
Funeral Games
Nobody Is Ever Missing
Sandalwood Death
The Story of My People
From the author of the Man Booker longlisted The Underground Railroad
Benji spends most of the year as one of the only black kids at an
elite prep school in Manhattan, going to roller disco bar mitzvahs,
desperately trying to find his place in the social hierarchy. Then he
spends his summers in the African-American community of Sag Harbor on
Long Island, and is just as confused. He's way behind on the latest
handshakes, baffled by new slang, and his attempts to be cool and meet
girls are constantly thwarted by his extremely awkward inner geek,
braces and a badly cut Afro. It's the summer of 1985 and Benji is
determined that this is the summer when things will change and he'll
fit in. For starters, he'll be reinvented as 'Ben'. When that doesn't
catch on, it's another summer of the perpetual mortification that is
teenage existence.
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A mystery linking Manhattan circa 1991 to eastern Afghanistan in 2012,
Blue Hours tells of a life-changing friendship between two memorable
heroines. When we first meet Mim, she is a recent college graduate who
has disavowed her working-class roots to befriend Kyra, a dancer and
daughter of privilege, until calamity causes their estrangement.
Twenty years later, Kyra has gone missing from her NGO’s headquarters
in Jalalabad, and Mim—now a recluse in rural New England—embarks on a
journey to find her. In its nuance, originality, and moral complexity,
Blue Hours becomes an unexpected page-turner.
Oskar Voxlauer is in flight from his past - from his bourgeois
Austrian upbringing; from horrific memories of fighting on the Italian
Front in 1917; and from the twenty years he has spent in the Ukraine
watching his Bolshevik ideals crumble and the physical decline of the
woman who taught him about love. In 1938, he finally returns to the
small Austrian town of his birth where his mother is waiting to greet
a son she hasn't seen since he was a boy. But, despite Oskar's
attempts to live a reclusive existence as a gamekeeper up in the
hills, he cannot escape the tensions that are threatening the tranquil
town of Niessen. When Hitler marches into Austria and the Blackshirts
come to the valley.
Most people know a nerd when they see one but can't define just what a
nerd is. American Nerd: The Story of My People gives us the history of
the concept of nerdiness and of the subcultures we consider nerdy.
What makes Dr. Frankenstein the archetypal nerd? Where did the modern
jock come from? When and how did being a self-described nerd become
trendy? As the nerd emerged, vaguely formed, in the nineteenth
century, and popped up again and again in college humor journals and
sketch comedy, our culture obsessed over the designation. Mixing
research and reportage with autobiography, critically acclaimed writer
Benjamin Nugent embarks on a fact-finding mission of the most
entertaining variety. He seeks the best definition of nerd and
illuminates the common ground between nerd subcultures that might seem
unrelated: high-school debate team kids and ham radio enthusiasts,
medieval reenactors and pro-circuit Halo players. Why do the same
people who like to work with computers also enjoy playing Dungeons &
Dragons? How are those activities similar? This clever, enlightening
book will appeal to the nerd (and antinerd) that lives inside all of
us.
Meet the Metrostanis, three young Pakistani men in New York City at
the turn-of-the-millennium: AC, a gangsta rap spouting academic;
Jimbo, a hulking Pushtun deejay from the streets of Jersey City; and
Chuck, a wide-eyed, off-the-boat kid, searching for himself and the
American Dream. In a city where origins matter less than the talent
for self invention, they have the guts to claim the place as their
own. But after the fall of the towers they embark on a road-trip to
the hinterland in search of 'The Shaman', a Gatsbyesque compatriot who
seemingly disappears into thin air - and then things begin to go
horribly wrong. Suddenly, they find themselves in a changed, charged
America . . .
'The Alexander Trilogy contains some of Renault's finest writing.
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Lyrical, wise, compelling: the novels are a wonderful imaginative
feat' SARAH WATERS In the final novel of her stunning trilogy, Mary
Renault vividly imagines the life of Alexander the Great, the
charismatic leader whose drive and ambition created a legend.
Alexander the Great died at the age of thirty-three, leaving behind an
empire that stretched from Greece and Egypt to India. After
Alexander's death in 323 B.C. his only direct heirs were two unborn
sons and a simpleton half-brother. Every long-simmering faction
exploded into the vacuum of power. Wives, distant relatives and
generals all vied for the loyalty of the increasingly undisciplined
Macedonian army. Most failed and were killed in the attempt. For no
one possessed the leadership to keep the great empire from crumbling.
But Alexander's legend endured to spread into worlds he had seen only
in dreams. 'Mary Renault is a shining light to both historical
novelists and their readers. She does not pretend the past is like the
present, or that the people of ancient Greece were just like us. She
shows us their strangeness; discerning, sure-footed, challenging our
values, piquing our curiosity, she leads us through an alien landscape
that moves and delights us' - HILARY MANTEL 'The Alexander Trilogy
stands as one of the most important works of fiction in the 20th
century . . . it represents the pinnacle of [Renault's] career . . .
Renault's skill is in immersing us in their world, drawing us into its
strangeness, its violence and beauty. It's a literary conjuring trick
like all historical fiction - it can only ever be an approximation of
the truth. But in Renault's hands, the trick is so convincing and
passionately conjured' Antonia Senior, The Times
An extraordinary debut novel that challenges the definition of family
and explores the intricate ties that bind us together Ida grew up with
Jackson and James—where there was “I” there was a “J.” She can’t
recall a time when she didn’t have them around, whether in their early
days camping out in the boys’ room decorated with circus scenes or
later drinking on rooftops as teenagers. While the world outside saw
them as neighbors and friends, to each other the three formed a family
unit—two brothers and a sister—not drawn from blood, but drawn from a
deep need to fill a void in their single parent households. Theirs was
a relationship of communication without speaking, of understanding
without judgment, of intimacy without rules and limits. But as the
three of them mature and emotions become more complex, Ida and Jackson
find themselves more than just siblings. When Jackson’s somnambulism
produces violent outbursts and James is hospitalized, Ida is paralyzed
by the events that threaten to shatter her family and put it beyond
her reach. Kathleen Alcott’s striking debut, The Dangers of Proximal
Alphabets, is an emotional, deeply layered love story that explores
the dynamics of family when it defies bloodlines and societal
conventions.
Louise Stern’s stories are peopled with brave young girls, out to
party, travel the world, go a little bit wild. The one thing that
marks them out from their peers is that they have grown up deaf. They
communicate with the outside world via a complicated mixture of sign
language, lip-reading, note-scribbling, guesswork and instinct. Yet
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they are full of daring, ready for adventures that take them into
unfamiliar places and strange, cock-eyed relationships with people
whose actions they observe but never wholly understand. It is this
sense of dislocation from common experience that marks out Louise
Stern’s original voice. She is fully engaged in the world we recognize
and share, but the way she observes it sets her apart. Her eyes are
keen; she notices things we would never see; she is quick to judge,
wary, suspicious and vulnerable. She experiences the world like a
voyeur, always watching, yet able to retreat to an interior silence
that nobody from the outside can ever reach.
Fiction
Stories
Sag Harbor
Riots I Have Known
Lowboy
Quick Nordic Knits
A Novel of Alexander the Great: A Virago Modern Classic
The Late American Novel
Riddley Walker
American Nerd
How to Sell

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE, STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE
EISENBERG, DIRECTED BY JAMES PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of
David Foster Wallace, by turns funny and inspiring, based on a five-day trip
with award-winning writer David Lipsky during Wallace’s Infinite Jest tour
In David Lipsky’s view, David Foster Wallace was the best young writer in
America. Wallace’s pieces for Harper’s magazine in the ’90s were,
according to Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the brain voice of
everybody I knew: Here was how we all talked, experienced, thought. It was
like smelling the damp in the air, seeing the first flash from a storm a mile
away. You knew something gigantic was coming.” Then Rolling Stone sent
Lipsky to join Wallace on the last leg of his book tour for Infinite Jest, the
novel that made him internationally famous. They lose to each other at
chess. They get iced-in at an airport. They dash to Chicago to catch a makeup flight. They endure a terrible reader’s escort in Minneapolis. Wallace
does a reading, a signing, an NPR appearance. Wallace gives in and
imbibes titanic amounts of hotel television (what he calls an “orgy of
spectation”). They fly back to Illinois, drive home, walk Wallace’s dogs.
Amid these everyday events, Wallace tells Lipsky remarkable
things—everything he can about his life, how he feels, what he thinks, what
terrifies and fascinates and confounds him—in the writing voice Lipsky had
come to love. Lipsky took notes, stopped envying him, and came to feel
about him—that grateful, awake feeling—the same way he felt about Infinite
Jest. Then Lipsky heads to the airport, and Wallace goes to a dance at a
Baptist church. A biography in five days, Although Of Course You End Up
Becoming Yourself is David Foster Wallace as few experienced this great
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American writer. Told in his own words, here is Wallace’s own story, and
his astonishing, humane, alert way of looking at the world; here are stories
of being a young writer—of being young generally—trying to knit together
your ideas of who you should be and who other people expect you to be,
and of being young in March of 1996. And of what it was like to be with
and—as he tells it—what it was like to become David Foster Wallace. "If you
can think of times in your life that you’ve treated people with extraordinary
decency and love, and pure uninterested concern, just because they were
valuable as human beings. The ability to do that with ourselves. To treat
ourselves the way we would treat a really good, precious friend. Or a tiny
child of ours that we absolutely loved more than life itself. And I think it’s
probably possible to achieve that. I think part of the job we’re here for is to
learn how to do it. I know that sounds a little pious." —David Foster Wallace
A compulsive literary page-turner - Jonathan Lethem meets.Donnie Darko
This powerful novel by Mo Yan—one of contemporary China’s most famous
and prolific writers—is both a stirring love story and an unsparing critique
of political corruption during the final years of the Qing Dynasty, China’s
last imperial epoch. Sandalwood Death is set during the Boxer Rebellion
(1898–1901)—an anti-imperialist struggle waged by North China’s farmers
and craftsmen in opposition to Western influence. Against a broad
historical canvas, the novel centers on the interplay between its female
protagonist, Sun Meiniang, and the three paternal figures in her life. One of
these men is her biological father, Sun Bing, an opera virtuoso and a leader
of the Boxer Rebellion. As the bitter events surrounding the revolt unfold,
we watch Sun Bing march toward his cruel fate, the gruesome
“sandalwood punishment,” whose purpose, as in crucifixions, is to keep
the condemned individual alive in mind-numbing pain as long as possible.
Filled with the sensual imagery and lacerating expressions for which Mo
Yan is so celebrated, Sandalwood Death brilliantly exhibits a range of
artistic styles, from stylized arias and poetry to the antiquated idiom of late
Imperial China to contemporary prose. Its starkly beautiful language is here
masterfully rendered into English by renowned translator Howard
Goldblatt.
Longlisted for the 2019 Center for Fiction First Novel Prize, Ryan
Chapman’s “gritty, bracing debut” (Esquire) set during a prison riot is
“dark, daring, and laugh-out-loud hilarious…one of the smartest—and
best—novels of the year” (NPR). A largescale riot rages through Westbrook
prison in upstate New York, incited by a poem in the house literary journal.
Our unnamed narrator, barricaded inside the computer lab, swears he’s
blameless—even though, as editor-in-chief, he published the piece in
question. As he awaits violent interruption by his many, many enemies, he
liveblogs one final Editor’s Letter. Riots I Have Known is his memoir,
confession, and act of literary revenge. His tale spans a childhood in Sri
Page 13/15

Read Free Lowboy John Wray
Lanka, navigating the postwar black markets and hotel chains; employment
as a Park Avenue doorman, serving the widows of the one percent; life in
prison, with the silver lining of his beloved McNairy; and his stewardship of
The Holding Pen, a “masterpiece of post-penal literature” favored by
Brooklynites everywhere. All will be revealed, and everyone will see he’s
really a good guy, doing it for the right reasons. “Fitfully funny and
murderously wry,” Riots I Have Known is “a frenzied yet wistful monologue
from a lover of literature under siege” (Kirkus Reviews).
From the acclaimed and prizewinning author of The Right Hand of Sleep
("Brilliant . . . A truly arresting work"-The New York Times Book Review),an
explosive allegorical novel set on the eve of the Civil War, about a gang of
men hunted by both the Union and the Confederacy for dealing in stolen
slaves. Geburah Plantation, 1863: in a crumbling estate on the banks of the
Mississippi, eight survivors of the notorious Island 37 Gang wait for the
war, or the Pinkerton Detective Agency, to claim them. Their leader, a
bizarre charismatic known only as "the Redeemer," has already been
brought to justice, and each day brings the battling armies closer. The
hatred these men feel for one another is surpassed only by their fear of
their many pursuers. Into this hell comes a mysterious force, an "avenging
angel" that compels them, one by one, to a reckoning of their many sins.
Canaan's Tongue isrooted in the criminal world of John Murrell, as
infamous in his day as Jesse James or Al Capone. It tells the story of his
reluctant protégé, Virgil Ball, who derives riches, sexual privilege, and
power from the commerce in stolen slaves, known only as "the Trade"-and
discovers, when he finally decides to free himself from the Redeemer's
yoke, that the force he is challenging is far more formidable than he
imagined. It is as old as the river, as vast as the country itself, and it is with
us to this day.
Shortlisted for the Costa First Novel award 2013, this bitterly humorous
debut is a novel of love, narcissism, and ailing cattle.
'This is what literature is meant to be' Anthony Burgess 'O what we ben!
And what we come to...' Wandering a desolate post-apocalyptic landscape,
speaking a broken-down English lost after the end of civilization, Riddley
Walker sets out to find out what brought humanity here. This is his story.
'Funny, terrible, haunting and unsettling, this book is a masterpiece'
Observer 'A timeless portrayal of the human condition ... frightening and
uncanny' Will Self 'A book that I could read every day forever and still be
finding things' Max Porter
The Festival of Earthly Delights is a laugh-out-loud bildungsroman set in
the fictional Southeast Asian country of Puchai.
Brief Encounters with the Enemy
Canaan's Tongue
A Spirited Companion and Lively Muse for the Writing Life
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The Motel Life
The Manual of Detection
The Festival of Earthly Delights
Ivan and the Dogs
The Right Hand Of Sleep
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