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What is poverty and how do we measure it?
What is the link between inequality and
poverty? What can governments do to alleviate
poverty and inequality? Does economic growth
reduce poverty in the long run? These are
some important research questions that are
addressed in this book. It brings together
important researchers and university
professors to offer some analytical insights
into the field of poverty, inequality, and
public policies. Using quantitative and
qualitative research methods, the authors
examine issues relating to (a) contextual,
academic, and cognitive differences between
rural and urban poverty; (b) the impact of
inequality on poverty; (c) theoretical
considerations and empirical findings about
poverty and inequality with a special
reference to Croatia and Pakistan; (d) the
role of trade facilitation in reducing
poverty in South Asia; and (e) the impact of
trade liberalization on economic growth and
poverty implications with a special reference
to Sri Lanka. The reader of this book will
find it concise, with a clearly defined
research methodology and findings, and easy
to understand. Benefiting of recent
statistical data and practical experience
from various countries around the world, the
findings and conclusions might be helpful to
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academia and policy makers to find better
answers to poverty and inequality in the
future.
This report reviews the impact of trade
facilitation initiatives in Asia and the
Pacific since the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic began and discusses how
to increase supply chain resilience. Supply
chain disruptions caused by the pandemic have
underscored the need for digital and
paperless trade procedures. A special chapter
examines the pandemic's impact on the supply
chains of critical goods such as vaccines,
personal protective equipment, and food, and
provides policy suggestions for enhancing
supply chain resilience and trade
facilitation. This is the third biennial
progress report on trade facilitation
implementation in Asia and the Pacific
jointly prepared by the Asian Development
Bank and the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.
The study on 'Digital Trade Facilitation in
Asia and the Pacific' reviews the state of
play in implementation of trade facilitation
and paperless trade in the Asia and the
Pacific region. It also provides estimates of
the trade cost reduction potential of trade
facilitation implementation scenarios, from
basic compliance with the WTO TFA to full
digital trade facilitation. The stduy also
includes a review of paperless trade
provisions in regional trade agreements as
well as an introduction to the Framework
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Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-Border
Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific, as
new tool to accelerate digital trade
facilitation implementation in the region.
Current implementation of paperless trade
systems in the Asia-Pacific region focuses on
application to domestic parts of trade
processes, while international trade
inherently requires trade information to flow
across borders along internal supply chains.
With current practices of paperless trade
implementation limited predominately to the
national level, the flow of trade information
does not continue along an international
supply chain; thus, it is being disrupted at
the borders and results in traders turning to
conventional paper-based trade practices. Yet
given the fact that those countries in the
region that are benefiting from implementing
paperless trade only at domestic level, it is
not difficult to see that efficiency gains
will be considerably greater when the flow of
trade information is facilitated across
borders. This will, in turn, undoubtedly lead
to major improvements in regional
connectivity. Comprising three chapters and
three annexes, this publication
comprehensively assesses the current status
of paperless trade in the region and beyond,
elaborates on the need for having regional
arrangements to facilitate cross-border
paperless trade, and provides specific
direction and details for putting a practical
regional arrangement in place
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Supply chain disruptions caused by the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic have
underscored the need for digital and
paperless trade procedures to facilitate
trade. This report reviews the impact of
trade facilitation initiatives on trade costs
in Asia and the Pacific since the pandemic
began. A special chapter examines the
pandemic’s impact on the supply chains of
critical goods such as vaccines, personal
protective equipment, and food, and provides
policy suggestions toward enhancing supply
chain resilience along with trade
facilitation. This is the third biennial
progress report on trade facilitation
implementation in Asia and the Pacific
jointly prepared by the Asian Development
Bank and the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.
This book features the results of the 2015
UNRC Joint Survey on Trade Facilitation and
Paperless Trade Implementation for the AsiaPacific Region and incorporates them into an
econometric analysis estimating the impact of
trade facilitation on trade costs. It shows
that there is a strong, negative relationship
between Asia-Pacific countries’ international
trade costs and their level of trade
facilitation implementation. Reducing trade
costs is essential for developing economies
to participate in international production
networks and effectively use trade as an
engine of growth and sustainable development.
One effective way to reduce trade costs is to
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tackle non-tariff barriers and address
regulatory procedures and documentation
requirements. Trade facilitation, including
paperless trade, has taken increasing
importance as evidenced by the WTO Trade
Facilitation Agreement reached in December
2013, as well as the growing number of
regional and subregional initiatives aimed at
facilitating the electronic exchange of trade
related information and documents along
international supply chains.
Sets out a list of key issues discussed at
the 3rd International Forum on Trade
Facilitation and offers recommendations and
policy-oriented suggestions regarding the
elements needed to move towards the new
system.
The establishment of a Trade and Transport
Facilitation Monitoring Mechanism (TTFMM) is
important because it allows a country to take
stock, identify bottlenecks, and prioritize
recommendations for the implementation of
trade facilitation measures. A baseline study
is the first step to establish TTFMM. This
report reviews trade and transport procedures
in Nepal, highlights the importance of
monitoring trade and transport facilitation,
and lays a foundation for future studies and
establishment of long-term, sustainable
TTFMM. In light of the Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicles Agreement,
the report presents both the challenges and
enormous opportunities for enhancing
efficiency along the BBIN corridors.
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Facilitating Trade in SASEC Countries
Practices from North and Central Asia
Bringing SMEs onto the e-Commerce Highway
State of Play and the Way Forward for Asia
and the Pacific
Border Management Modernization
Borders Without Barriers
2013/14 Asia-Pacific Update
Adapting to the Digital Trade Era
Trade Facilitation and Better Connectivity
for an Inclusive Asia and Pacific
Trade Facilitation for a More Inclusive and
Connected Asia and Pacific Region
Supply Chains of Critical Goods amid the
COVID-19: Pandemic—Disruptions, Recovery, and
Resilience
An Assessment of Trade Facilitation
Initiatives in Latin America and the
Caribbean
This study looks at how the rapid adoption of digital
technologies could help developing countries increase their
participation in world trade. It also reviews the role that
domestic policies and international cooperation can play in
creating a more prosperous and inclusive future for these
countries. This publication marks the conclusion of the
second phase of the WTO Chairs Programme (WCP), which
aims to support and promote trade-related academic activities
by universities and research institutions in developing and
least-developed countries. The book brings together
contributions from WCP chairholders, Advisory Board
members, the WCP team at the WTO and other WTO
Secretariat staff. The WCP is an important part of the WTO's
efforts to build trade capacity and to work jointly with
academic institutions in developing
countries. Academic
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institutions awarded WTO Chairs receive support in the areas
of curriculum development, research and outreach activities.
The chairholders are selected through a competitive process.
Fourteen institutions were originally selected as WTO Chairs
for a four-year term in 2009. Seven institutions were added to
the Programme in 2014.This publication consists of two
volumes. The first volume, Overview and One-Page Case
Summaries, contains a one-page summary for each identified
GATT dispute, recording all relevant steps and documents,
and indexes the information by relevant parties, agreements
and provisions. The second volume, Dispute Settlement
Procedures compiles for the first time all GATT dispute
settlement procedures, as well as a selection of other key
documents of historical interest.
This publication evaluates the current level of trade costs in
the Asia-Pacific region and outlines recent evidence with
regard to the impacts of various trade facilitation measures in
reducing trade costs. Part I provides an overview of trade
costs in Asia and the Pacific, based on the most recent
update of the ESCAP-World Bank Trade Cost Database.
Policies and factors affecting international trade costs are
identified. Key findings and implications from a micro-level
analysis of trade procedures in a wide range of Asia-Pacific
developing economies are presented. Highlights and
recommendations from some of the most recent ESCAP
studies on trade facilitation and trade costs in Asia-Pacific are
also summarized. Part II features abbreviated versions of five
individual ESCAP studies summarized in Part I.
Shipping is the world’s oldest sharing economy and is
conducted in a self-organizing manner. Shipping is capital,
energy, and information intensive, and with the growing
impact of digitalization and climate change, there is a need to
rethink the management and operations of this critical global
industry - assisted in no small
way by maritime informatics.
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Building upon the recently published inaugural book Maritime
Informatics by Springer, this book will address some of the
most recent practical developments and experiences,
particularly from a global perspective. The focus of the book
is to address contemporary movements to tackle global
concerns and to complement Maritime Informatics.
Real borders can be thick. They are not dimensionless lines
as typically assumed in theoretical models and standard
empirical analyses, but a zone populated by agencies that
develop and administer regulations firms have to comply with
when engaging in international trade, many of which have
their own procedures. Borders can then easily become a
labyrinth hard to get through. This is crucial because border
agencies' procedures influence the time needed to ship
goods from their origins to their destinations and can thereby
affect trade, particularly in a context characterized by
increasingly segmented production chains and rising lean
retailing. Latin American and Caribbean countries have
recently implemented various trade facilitation initiatives that
aim to streamline the administrative processing of trade flows
and accordingly reduce trading times. These initiatives
include risk management, single windows, authorized
economic operators, simplified postal exports, and expedited
transit arrangements, all of which are cornerstones of the
2013 WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation and have been
subject of multiple international organizations' operations.
Despite of being ubiquitous, evidence on the impact of these
specific initiatives has been extremely limited. Lack of precise
data has been a major obstacle. Out of the Border Labyrinth
fills this gap and sheds entirely new light on the trade effects
of such trade facilitation measures and the channels thereof.
It presents the results of thorough impact evaluations, which
have been carried out by applying rigorous methods on
unprecedented transaction-level
data for several countries in
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the region. These results reveal that trade actually expanded
as a consequence of such facilitation measures and that the
primary channel has been shipping frequency. Based on
these econometric examinations and careful institutional case
studies, Out of the Border Labyrinth systematizes a new line
of trade policy research and informs policymaking and
assistance activities by international organizations by
providing tools that will help design and assess policies in an
area that will be very active in upcoming years as countries
work towards implementing the multilateral agreement
reached in Bali.
Trade has always been shaped by technological innovation.
In recent times, a new technology, Blockchain, has been
greeted by many as the next big game-changer. Can
Blockchain revolutionize international trade? This publication
seeks to demystify the Blockchain phenomenon by providing
a basic explanation of the technology. It analyses the
relevance of this technology for international trade by
reviewing how it is currently used or can be used in the
various areas covered by WTO rules. In doing so, it provides
an insight into the extent to which this technology could affect
cross-border trade in goods and services, and intellectual
property rights. It discusses the potential of Blockchain for
reducing trade costs and enhancing supply chain
transparency as well as the opportunities it provides for smallscale producers and companies. Finally, it reviews various
challenges that must be addressed before the technology can
be used on a wide scale and have a significant impact on
international trade.
The SME Competitiveness Outlook 2021 analyses how small
businesses can rebuild from the COVID-19 (coronavirus)
pandemic so they are better prepared to face the looming
crisis of climate change. It provides a 20-point Green
Recovery Plan to foster competitive,
resilient and
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environmentally sustainable small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs). The report finds that firms owned by
women and young people were hurt more by the pandemic
and are more vulnerable to future shocks, such those brought
by a changing climate. It shows how business support
organizations, governments, lead firms in value chains and
international organizations can enable SMEs to strengthen
competitiveness, build resilience to climate hazards, and
contribute to safeguarding the planet.
The Global Survey on Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade
Implementation ("Global Survey") is a global effort led by the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) in collaboration with all of the United Nations
Regional Commissions, namely, the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE). The goal of the Global
Survey is to gather information from the member states of the
respective United Nations Regional Commissions on trade
facilitation and paperless trade measures and strategies
implemented at the national and regional levels. The results
of the survey will enable countries and development partners
to better understand and monitor progress on trade
facilitation, support evidence-based public policies, share best
practices and identify capacity building and technical
assistance needs.
The COVID-19 pandemic and associated attempts to contain
its spread have created unprecedented hurdles to
international trade. This paper reviews trade facilitation
measures implemented in North and Central Asia (NCA),
including transport and trade finance facilitation. All NCA
countries have sought to protect the public health by
restricting movement of people
(including across borders) and
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applying special sanitary regulations at border crossings.
These have included requirements to sanitize trucks, protect
customs officials, change drivers, and requiring COVID-19
tests from drivers. Such requirements continue to create
significant logistical issues, with often insufficient facilities for
drivers. Sanitary requirements have proved simpler to
implement for rail freight, creating an advantage for countries
with well-developed rail networks. A number of common
patterns emerge from the efforts of NCA countries to facilitate
trade and transit. First, all governments have formed
intragovernmental bodies to coordinate their COVID-19
responses. However, these bodies often lack the
competency, mandate or reach to implement effective trade
facilitation measures. Second, countries have simplified
customs procedures for essential goods, typically food and
medical supplies. Some countries initially implemented
restrictions on the export of essential goods, but these have
since been lifted. Third, countries have attempted to
compensate for logistical and border transit issues caused by
special sanitary requirements by expanding infrastructure;
and simplifying and digitizing procedures on both road and
rail. Fourth, all NCA countries have created online outreach
portals and attempted to digitize various government
services. However, their success varies greatly depending on
the existing state of their paperless trade systems and
infrastructure. Trade digitalization can support social
distancing, while increasing trade efficiency, and inform
businesses (especially SMEs) on the rapidly evolving
regulatory environment under COVID-19. It is therefore
recommended for countries to accelerate trade digitalization
efforts, including by joining the Framework Agreement on
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the
Pacific.
Practices from the East and
North-East Asia
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Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Report 2021
Trade Facilitation Capacity Needs
Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade
Foreign Direct Investment in Latin America and the Caribbean
2019
Empowering the Green Recovery
Information Management in Agrifood Chains
Additional Perspectives and Applications
Results from an Expert Survey
Big Data and Global Trade Law
Towards a Regional Arrangement for the Facilitation of Crossborder Paperless Trade
Trade facilitation increases trade flows, lowers trade cost, and
ultimately contributes to sustainable and inclusive growth. This
publication, jointly prepared by the Asian Development Bank and
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific, reviews the state of play of trade facilitation and
paperless trade in Asia and the Pacific. It investigates the evolution
of trade costs in the region, examines trade facilitation and paperless
trade implementation, and highlights the key initiatives and efforts
in Central Asia, the Greater Mekong Subregion, South Asia, and the
Pacific. It includes impact assessments of trade facilitation
implementation and corridor performance on reducing trade costs
and increasing trade.
This book features the results of the 2015 UNRC Joint Survey on
Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade Implementation for the AsiaPacific Region and incorporates them into an econometric analysis
estimating the impact of trade facilitation on trade costs. It shows
that there is a strong, negative relationship between Asia-Pacific
countries' international trade costs and their level of trade facilitation
implementation. Reducing trade costs is essential for developing
economies to participate in international production networks and
effectively use trade as an engine of growth and sustainable
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development. One effective way to reduce trade costs is to tackle
non-tariff barriers and address regulatory procedures and
documentation requirements. Trade facilitation, including paperless
trade, has taken increasing importance as evidenced by the WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement reached in December 2013, as well as
the growing number of regional and subregional initiatives aimed at
facilitating the electronic exchange of trade related information and
documents along international supply chains.
This book presents an analysis of the state of trade facilitation in
member countries of the South Asia Subregional Economic
Cooperation (SASEC) program. It includes country-level studies and
identifies four common trade facilitation priorities among SASEC
countries: (i) implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement
and other international conventions; (ii) logistics and infrastructure
development, and related regulatory reforms; (iii) coordinated
border management; and (iv) institutions and capacity building.
Border clearance processes by customs and other agencies are
among the most important and problematic links in the global supply
chain. Delays and costs at the border undermine a country’s
competitiveness, either by taxing imported inputs with deadweight
inefficiencies or by adding costs and reducing the competitiveness
of exports. This book provides a practical guide to assist policy
makers, administrators, and border management professionals with
information and advice on how to improve border management
systems, procedures, and institutions.
This publication studies e-commerce-related policies that affect
SMEs’ engagement in cross-border e-commerce. It identifies the
bottlenecks and requirements of e-commerce participation and
presents examples of best practices in regulating cross-border ecommerce. This work addresses competitiveness issues in each
segment of the cross-border e-commerce process chain, including
establishing business online, international e-payment, cross-border
delivery and aftersales services. It provides a checklist of the
essential ingredients for SME success in cross-border e-commerce,
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by examining enabling factors at the firm level, immediate business
environment level and national policy level. The publication also
reviews global cross-border e-commerce and offers a deeper analysis
of selected economies. This work serves as a starting point for a
public private dialogue on e-commerce, especially for SMEs in
developing countries.
This publication provides an overview of assessments from the 2017
global survey on trade facilitation and paperless trade in the Asia and
Pacific region. The survey uses the final list of provisions included
in the World Trade Organization's Trade Facilitation Agreement
(WTO TFA) and the draft text of the regional United Nations (UN)
treaty on cross-border paperless trade facilitation under negotiation
at Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP). Implementation levels of 44 countries in Asia and the
Pacific were calculated based on 31 trade facilitation and paperless
trade measures. This study also describes trade facilitation projects
that promote development through deepening regional cooperation
and integration. It also discusses digital trade as a major opportunity
for SMEs to better access international markets and global supply
chains, giving them the chance to growth both quickly and
sustainably. The progress and challenges in the regional and
subregional trade facilitation efforts being made to streamline trade
procedures are also presented. ADB and UNESCAP jointly prepared
this publication.
International trade in agricultural and food products is more complex
than trade in manufacturing  trade regulations are stricter,
paperwork and logistics more complex. These are required for
ensuring food safety for consumers. Detailed information on traded
goods alongside the movement of goods in a supply chain is
critically important for food safety. This publication outlines a
framework for integrated agrifood information management, taking
into account the functional needs of various stakeholders along the
supply chain. The benefits as well as challenges involved in
developing a comprehensive system are discussed. Practical
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recommendations for, and milestones in the enhancement of
agrifood information systems for trade facilitation are provided,
including a recommendation to develop a Single Window for
Agrifood Trade.
The world and regional economies have been hit hard by the
COVID-19 crisis. The combined effects of the pandemic and global
and national lockdowns have caused havoc in the countries of South
and South-West Asia (SSWA), with their trade severely impacted.
This paper investigates the subregion's experience implementing
trade facilitation measures in the times of COVID-19. The paper
indicates that the SSWA countries have achieved remarkable
progress in trade facilitation, especially as the COVID-19 crisis
progressed. Although the policy responses in the initial months of
the outbreak appeared to be fragmented and lacked coherence,
countries in SSWA have shown convergence toward simplification
of trade procedures, and enhanced transport and logistics and digital
trade facilitation. While these measures have helped the SSWA
countries secure supply of essential goods and services, some have
simultaneously enforced stringent protection measures which
represent a risk. The responses to the COVID-19 crisis suggest a
greater scope of regional cooperation in the subregion. A crossborder regional protocol may strengthen the preparedness for future
pandemics or similar disasters in future. As the current pandemic
recedes, there are other opportunities such as in trade finance, crossborder e-commerce, and innovative application of emerging
technologies, among others. Digitalizing the trade processes in
SSWA, including by signing on to the Framework Agreement on
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific,
would be the next step toward the needed paperless trade
environment.
Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Report 2019
Trade Facilitation and the WTO
Blockchain Technology for Paperless Trade Facilitation in Maldives
Trade and Transport Facilitation Monitoring Mechanism in Nepal
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Can Blockchain Revolutionize International Trade?
SME Competitiveness Outlook 2021
Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Report 2021: Supply Chains of
Critical Goods Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic-Disruptions,
Recovery, and Resilience
Reducing Trade Costs In Asia-Pacific Developing Countries
Maritime Informatics
Digital Trade Facilitation in Asia and the Pacific
Challenges and Opportunities
Latin America and the Caribbean in the World Economy 2015
With efforts for further substantive
liberalization of trade showing little signs of
success, focus has shifted to the rationalization
and simplification of procedural regulations in
international trade. The Agreement on the
Trade Facilitation in Goods came into force in
2017, and proposals for similar agreements for
trade in services and foreign investment have
been submitted and are under discussion. This
book discusses both existing and proposed
provisions on trade facilitation within the World
Trade Organisation (WTO). It covers relevant
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
provisions and jurisprudence, the negotiating
history of the Trade Facilitation Agreement in
Goods, provisions of the WTO Trade Facilitation
Agreement and their relevance for developing
countries’ concerns, with special emphasis on
India, and the prospects for a global digital
trade facilitation platform. The book also
discusses the desirability for trade facilitation
agreements for services and investment and
the possibility of success of the proposals
submitted in this regard in the WTO.
Page 16/22

File Type PDF Trade Facilitation And Paperless
Trade Unescap
Current implementation of paperless trade
systems in the Asia-Pacific region focuses on
application to domestic parts of trade
processes, while international trade inherently
requires trade information to flow across
borders along internal supply chains. With
current practices of paperless trade
implementation limited predominately to the
national level, the flow of trade information
does not continue along an international supply
chain; thus, it is being disrupted at the borders
and results in traders turning to conventional
paper-based trade practices. Yet given the fact
that those countries in the region that are
benefiting from implementing paperless trade
only at domestic level, it is not difficult to see
that efficiency gains will be considerably
greater when the flow of trade information is
facilitated across borders. This will, in turn,
undoubtedly lead to major improvements in
regional connectivity. Comprising three
chapters and three annexes, this publication
comprehensively assesses the current status of
paperless trade in the region and beyond,
elaborates on the need for having regional
arrangements to facilitate cross-border
paperless trade, and provides specific direction
and details for putting a practical regional
arrangement in place.
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of
both national and regional trade facilitation
capacities, issues, challenges and lessons, with
a special interest in sustainably advancing West
Africa’s regional trade facilitation agenda. It
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examines the contributions of trade facilitation
towards enhancing regional integration and
economic expansion in the face of increasing
non-tariff barriers that highly characterises
West African agri-food and non-agricultural
markets. The authors recommend new
conceptual frameworks, appropriate initiatives,
and workable policy recipes towards enhancing
West Africa’s trade facilitation agenda as well
as the regional economic transformation
trajectory in the face of the ongoing African
Continental Free Trade Agreements (AfCFTA).
The book underscores the geopolitics,
opportunities and challenges that confront
West Africa in the increasingly dynamic
regional trade facilitation policy space. Readers
will learn how West Africa can improve its
regional trade facilitation game amidst
emerging capacity challenges.
Trade Facilitation and Paperless TradeState of
Play and the Way Forward for Asia and the
PacificUnited Nations
The Asian Development Bank, under the South
Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation
program, is helping Maldives implement a
robust domestic and regional trade system.
This integrated trade network facilitates
seamless movement of goods and documents,
across organizational and national boundaries,
and will vastly improve the business
environment and overall economic activity. This
publication outlines key blockchain use cases
recommended for implementation in Maldives
for trade facilitation. A feasibility study
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conducted from April to July 2019 established
the use cases of blockchain technology to
facilitate cross-border trade and improve
operational performance of domestic trade
processes in Maldives.
This ECLAC annual report sets out and analyses
the main foreign direct investment (FDI) trends
in the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean. In the region, FDI inflows were up
(by 13.2%) year on year for the first time in five
years, at US$ 184.287 billion. This performance
is explained by higher flows into just a few
countries, however, mainly Brazil and Mexico.
Moreover, it does not reflect equity investment,
but higher inflows in the form of intercompany
loans and, to a lesser extent, reinvestment of
earnings. Manufactures and services were the
sectors receiving most equity, although there
was a slight rise in investment in natural
resource sectors compared with 2018.
An exploration of the current state of global
trade law in the era of Big Data and AI. This
title is also available as Open Access on
Cambridge Core.
The report reviews trade facilitation progress in
Asia and the Pacific and explores how
technology can help bridge trade finance gaps.
Trade facilitation initiatives can make an
important contribution to economic growth and
poverty reduction by lowering trade costs and
increasing trade flows. This report reviews
trade facilitation progress in the region,
including recent trends in paperless trade and
transit facilitation and the impact of trade
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facilitation initiatives on trade costs. It also
features a special chapter on how trade finance
gaps--especially prevalent for small and
medium-sized enterprises--can be bridged by
technology, and the supporting policies and
actions required to make this happen.
Towards an Integrated Paperless Framework for
Agrifood Trade Facilitation
UNECE Regional Report 2017
Bridging Trade Finance Gaps Through
Technology
Customs Modernization Handbook
Policy Directions for National and Regional
Development in West Africa
Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade
Implementation in Latin America and the
Caribbean: Regional Report 2017
Baseline Study
The Regional Trade Crisis - Assessment and
Outlook
Poverty, Inequality and Policy
Paperless Trade in International Supply Chains :
Enhancing Efficiency and Security : a Roadmap
Towards Paperless Trade. 3rd Executive Forum
on Trade Facilitation. Annex 1
Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade in Asia
Report on the 11th UN/CEFACT Plenary

This report discusses the benefits of trade facilitation meant to promote transparent, predictable and
straightforward border procedures so as to expedite the
movement of goods. The OECD Trade Facilitation
indicators provide a powerful tool for assessing the
impact of related reforms and moni
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This edition focuses on trade connectivity, which is
critical for inclusiveness and sustainable development.
Physical connectivity enables the movement of goods
and services to local, regional and global markets.
This report reviews international and regional
developments from a trade perspective, describing the
principal global economic trends and structural changes
in international trade, the main areas of trade growth and
the changes these drive in the region. With external
conditions sluggish and highly uncertain as the global
economy still struggles to shake off the effects of the
economic crisis of 2008-2009, the Latin American and
Caribbean region is not isolated from these effects and is
projected to record a small drop in gross domestic
product in 2015, followed by a weak recovery in 2016.
This edition of the Latin America and the Caribbean in
the World Economy examines how this third consecutive
year of increasing declines in regional export values
affects the region.
Trade integration contributes substantially to economic
development and poverty alleviation. In recent years
much progress was made to liberalize the trade regime,
but customs procedures are often still complex, costly
and non-transparent. This situation leads to misallocation
of resources. 'Customs Modernization Handbook'
provides an overview of the key elements of a successful
customs modernization strategy and draws lessons from
a number of successful customs reforms as well as from
customs reform projects that have been undertaken by
the World Bank. It describes a number of key import
procedures, that have proved particularly troublesome
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for customs administrations and traders, and provides
practical guidelines to enhance their efficiency. The
Handbook also reviews the appropriate legal framework
for customs operations as well as strategies to combat
corruption.
Enhancing Regional Connectivity
Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade Implementation
Aid for Trade at a Glance 2017 Promoting Trade,
Inclusiveness and Connectivity for Sustainable
Development
Out of the Border Labyrinth
Trade Facilitation in Times of Pandemic
Progress and Way Forward
Promoting Trade, Inclusiveness and Connectivity for
Sustainable Development
Trade Facilitation and the Global Economy
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